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iving thanks unto the Father, which 
hath made us meet to be partakers of 
the inherit ance of the Saints in light, 


Lthough the greateſt part of the nu- 

merous Off ſpring, which hath hi- 
4 therto proceeded from Adam's Loins, 
pe departed out of this Life, and are ſeen 
f no more among us; yet we mult not there- 
| fore think that they are ceaſed to be, or to 

live: For ſtill their Souls are as really alive 
in the other World, as we are now in this. 


1 And 
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And as it is with us here, that ſome live ill, ! 


and others well: So it is with them too; 


( 
Lf 


only in an higher Degree. For ſome, and as. 'F 


we have juſt cauſe to fear, the greateſt part 
: them live with the Fiends of Hell in the 


Infernal Pit, where they have no Light, no- 
thing bur Darkneſs and Horror to the ut- 
moſt extremity round about them: where 
they are always weeping and wailing and 
gnaſhing their Teeth, fretting and torment- 
ing themſelves at the remembrance of their 
former Sins and Follies : where, as Chriſt 7 


himſelf hath told us, The worm dieth not, 


and the fire is not quenched : Mar. 9. 44. 
That is, their Conſciences, like greedy and 
inſatiable Worms, are always gnawing, and 
the fire of God's Wrath is continually burn. 
ing in their Breaſts, never to be quenched 7? 
or abated. They cannot forbear thinking of 
what they have done, though every thought Jt 
cuts them to their very Hearts, and ſeems p 


ready to ſplit them in ſunder 
They cannot forbear looking upon God, 


although they can ſee nothing in Him but s 
tae Wrath and Anger which they themſelves 
have kindled ; which fo incenſes and enrageth 
their Minds, that they are all in a flame with 
fury and indignation at themſelves for it. 
By which means they are continually, as it 


were, upon a Wrack, Diſtorted, Afflicted, 


Diſtracted, Confounded ; hurried abour from a i 
place to place, but can find no reſt, no quiet; 


; 


every 
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Il, every thing is uneaſie and troubleſome to 
5; them : Yea, they are a burden to themſelves, 
as they cannot endure themſelves, but wiſh Ten 
irt thouſand times they had been better, or had 
he never been at all, or could ceaſe to be, or 
„o- could be any thing but what they are. But 
at- all in vain, And which is worſt of all, they 
re do not only ſuffer the extremity of Pain 
nd and Anguiſh at preſent, but they can ſee no 


RF: 


1t- end of it Yea, they ſee there will be no 
end ar all, being fully aſſured, that this muſt 
iſt be their Portion for ever. 
Whereas on the other fide, there are o- 
. 3thers, who are not only free from all the 
Miſeries and Torments which thoſe poor 
Creatures undergo, but always live in Hea- 
ven, in Light, and Love, and Joy, and 
Peace, and Glory, the higheſt that they are 
able to imagine or deſire ; being brisk and 
lively, chearful and pleaſant, Holy and Hap- 
Þy all over. And that too (as we ſhall ſee 
more preſently) not only now and then, but 
continually; nor for {ome time only, but to 
all Eternity. 
Now we who are {till upon Earth, are as 
eth yet in neither of theſe States, neither ſo ex- 
vich tremely Miſerable as the firft are, nor ſo 
ir, perfectly Happy as thoſe are we ſpake of 
is it Jaſt - but as; it were in the middle between 
ted, both. But fo ſoon as ever we depart out ofthis 
rom Lite, we ſhall be immediately in one of them, 
&s certainly as we are now here, And I do 
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not queſtion but that you all hope for and 


deſire the latter, even to live with thoſe 


bleſſed Souls which enjoy perpetual Reſt and 


Felicity in the other World: And that one 
great End of your coming hither at this 
time, is to learn what you muſt do in order 
to it. And verily ye do well to take all 
Opportunities you cen get, of being aſſiſted 
and directed in it. For it is a great Thing 


that o propoſe to your ſelves, which can 


never be attain'd without much care and 
pains about it. And you are not certain how 


long time you have to do it in, but moſt 


certain it is not very long. But bleſſed be 
God, you are all as yet in a Capacity of 
obtaining it, and it is your own fault if 
any of you ſhall happen to miſs of it. 


For Almighty God plainly ſhews how des 
ſirous He is to have you live with Him, 
and ſo be Happy in the other World, 


in that He is ſtill pleaſed to afford you all 


the Means that He hath appointed for that 
purpole : Witneſs your meeting together 
here at this time, to joyn together in Prayer 
to his Divine Goodneſs for his Aſſiſtance in 
the purſuit of it; and to be put in mind of 
the courſe and method which you are to 7 
take for the accompliſhment of ſo great and 
good an End. Concerning which therefore 
1 ſhall give you the beſt and plaineſt Direfti. T 
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ons I can from the Words which 1 have now - 


read, In which we may obſerve, 


= 
3 
1 
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1. What 
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4 I. What kind of Perſons they are, who 
ſe Y are or ſhall be Happy in the other 
d World ; They are Saints. 

ne II. The Happineſs they enjoy there, here 
15 . call'd the Inheritance 07 the Saints in 
er Hebe. | 
al} III. They who defire to enjoy that Hap- 


ed pineſs muſt be duly qualified for it, or 
ng W it is here expreſſed, made meet to be 
an bDiartabers of it. 9 0 | 

nd I IV. All who are fo qualified, muſt aſcribe 


it wholly unto God, and give him thanks 
oft 1 for it, as we ſee here St. Paul doth, Giv- 
be ing thanks to the Father, who hath made 
of | u meet to be partakers of the inheritance 
ik Of the Saints in light, 


de. 3 Firſt therefore as to the Perſons who live 

o Happily in the other World, they are here 
Talled Saints. It is the Inheritance of the 
Saints, of all the Saints, and of them only. 
It is proper and peculiar to them, ſo that none 
elſe have any Right or Title to it, nor can 
ever have any Part or Portion in it. And 


4 "Fat there is ſuch a Company and Society of 
| of Men in the World, which are truly called 
to Saints, cannot be deny d by any Chriſtian; 
and K being one of the Articles of our Creed, 
fore herein we profeſs to believe, there is a Com- 
cri. nion F Saints. And unleſs we be of that 
10 W CES Com- 


4 4 7". ids n EIS — 
2 
— 0 
— — — : 


[ 


— —— —— —ů— ae — — 
* - — ä — — —— — 


r ks ov er ts tt nee 517, Wu at ety ex vet 
———ů — Z—;— ae vos — m — wẽ 


9 
8 2 A Agate a ee DCD. . 2.2} 
—E > — 6 — — — 
* — — 
A — 2 — = * 


reer 
— 


Communion, we can never partake of the 
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Inheritance of the Saints. 
But the great Queſtion is, What it is to 


a Saint? or who may be truly and properly 
called Saints, Men of Holineſs, or Holy Men, 
as the Word ſignifies ? But this we can ne- 


ver fully underſtand, unleſs we firſt ftate the 
true Notion of Sanctity or Holineſs, from 


whence they are ſo called. Now Holineſs | 
or SanCctity in its higheſt perfection, is one 
of the perfections of God himſelf, who 


often calls himſelf The Foty One of Iſrael, 
and ſometimes abſolutely, The Hoh One. 
And as He ſometimes {wears by himſelf, at 


other times he {wears by his Holineſs: P/al. | 
89. 35. Whereby He gives us to under- 
ſtand, that He himlelf is Holineſs, Amos 4 2. 
or, which is all one, Holmeſs is himſelf, his 
own Divine Nature or Effence. And that's 
the reaſon why they wha partake of his Holi- 
eſs, Heb 12. 10. are ſaid to partake of h 


Divine Nature. 2 Pet. 1. 4. 


And hence it is, that when the holy Angels 
would celebrate the Praiſes of the maſt High | 
God in the higheſt manner they can, they cry, | 
Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord of Hoſts, the | 
whole earth is full of his Glory. a. 6. 3. | 
Rev. 4. 8. And hence alfo it is, that when | 
God deſign'd ro make Man after his own | 
Image, as like him as a Creature could be, He | 


made him perfectly holy. And now that this 


Image is defac'd in us, if it be reſtored again 


ro 


the Queen at White-Hall. 9 
to any Man, ſo that he becomes a new Man, 
he is ſaid to be created after God, that is; 
after the likeneſs of God, in righteonſneſe, and 
true holineſs. Epheſ. 4. 24. So that this is 
the great Perfection, wherein we were at firſt 


made, and ought again to become like to God 


our Maker, who therefore Commarids us to 
be holy as He is Holy. As he who hath called 
you is holy, ſo be ye holy in all manner of conver- 


ſation, 1 Pet. 1. 15, From whence it ap- 


. 


pears, That though we cannot be holy in the 
{ame meaſure as God is, who is fo without 
and beyond all meaſure; yet we ſhould be ſo 
after the fame manner as He is, or father our 
holineſs ſhould be of the ſame Kind or Nature 
with his, and as like it, as it is poſſible for it 
to be. 

Hence therefore as Holineſs, when attribu- 


ted to God, denotes the Purity and Excellen- 
cy of his Divine Nature, whereby He is exal- 
ted above ali things elle : So when attributed 
to Men, it ſignifies the purity and excellency 
of their Nature, whereby they are refined and 
! raiſed above the reſt of Mankind. This the 


Apoſtle teacheth us, where he oppoſeth holt- 


| neſs to uncleanneſs, ſaying, God hath not cal- 
led us tinto uncleanneſs,but unto holineſs. 1 Theſſ. 
4. 7. And David, where he calls the Saints 


that are upon Earth, the excellent ; Pſal. 16.3. 


! Implying, that Saints as ſuch, excel] all other 


Perſons, by reaſon of their holineſs, that is 


| the higheſt excellency which their Nature is 
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10 A Sermon Preach'd before 
capable of. Which therefore doth not conſiſt 
in any particular Acts or Habits either of the 
j Soul or Body, or both together, but in the recti- 
' tude or due temperament of our Nature in 
general, And indeed Holineſs, properly ſo 
| called, is nothing elſe, but that pure and ex- 


cellent Frame or Diſpoſition of the whole Man, J 
i whereby all che Faculties of the Soul and Mem- 


bers of the Body, are reduc'd to their primi- 


if tive Conſtitution, and become ſuch as God at 


* firſt wade, and would ſtill have them to be; 
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| and Offices, according to thoſe Rules which 
He hath fer them. So that to our perfecting ? 


| 
| 
G > . . b 11 
exerting themſelves in their reſpective Places 
0 
8 C 
Holineſs, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, in the fear of a 


I; God, there is required a right and clear Under- Jc 


ftanding, a found Judgment, a pure Heart, an ir 
obedient Will, a good Conſcience, and regu- Ju 
lar Afﬀections , placed every one upon its 
proper Objects in a due manner. And where- 
ſoe ver the Soul \ if I may ſo ſpeak) is thus all 
of a piece, all over ſuch as God would have it 
to be, and fo agreeable to his Divine Will, th 
there is true holineſs, and ſuch a one may be 
truly {aid to be holy, yea, to be holy as God 
is holy, as being pure and excellent according 
to his finite Capacity, as God himſelf is in his 
infinite Perfections. 
Now the true Notion of Holineſs or Sanctity 
being thus briefly ſtared, we may eaſily un- 
derſtand what kind of Perſons thoſe be, which 
are here called Saints. For in order to a Man's 


be ing 


„ 
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being a true Saint, he muſt firſt have ſo much 
Knowledge of God and Chriſt, as is neceſſary 
to the poſſeſſing of his Mind with a due tenſe 
- | of his Divine Majeſty, and with right Appre- 
1 } henſions of the great Myſtery of our Salvation 
> } by Jefus Chriſt. He muſt have a found Judg- 
ment in all things, eſpecially in the Fundamen- 
„ tal Articles of the Chriſtian Faith, and in all 
the neceſſary Duties required in the Goſpel. 
i- Ne muſt have a pure and ſincere Heart, in be- 
It lieving all thoſe Articles as revealed, and in 
3 performing ail ſuch Duties as required by 
25 Cod. He muſt have a gocd Con'cience, a 
ch 7 Conſcience void of all offence both towards 
18 God and towards Men He muſt have a pliable 
of and obedient Will, ready upon all occaſions to 
2r- chuſe whatſoever his Underſtanding rightly 
an inform'd, dictates to be good, and to refule 
u- whatſoever he apprehends to be evil He muſt 
its Jkeep his Aﬀections all in their proper order, 


re- fixed conſtancly upon ſuch Objects which they 
all were at firſt fitted and defign'd for. He muſt 
e it hate, abhor, and ſhun all manner of Sin, upon 
ill, that account only becauſe it is 5in, or the tranſ- 


be ꝑgreſſion of God's Law, and be heartily troub- 
30d Jed that he was ever guilty of it. He mult 
ling Jove God with all his Heart and Soul, and ſo 
his Above all things in the World beſides. He mult 
Pear no grudge, hatred, malice, or ill-will 
tity Againſt any Perſon upon Earth, but love his 
un- Neighbour as himſelf, He muſt hunger and 
hich Fhirlt after Righteouſneſs, and deſire nothing ſo 
lan's 5 23 - much 
being 
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much as to ſerve and pleaſe God, and ſo to 
have his Love and Favour, wharſvever i it coſts 
him. He muſt not fear them which can kill 
the Body, but Him only who is able to deſtroy 
both Soul and Body in Hell. He muſt truſt 
in the Lord with all his Heart, and ſupport ? 
himſelf under all the Circomſtances and Occur- 7 
rences of this Life, with an humble confidence 


of his Goodneſs and Mercy in jeſus Chriſt. 


He muſt rejoice in the Lord always, both 
when he hath, and when he hath not any thing 
elſe ro rejoice in. He mult be ſober and tem- 
perate, meek and humble, gentle and peace- 


able, faithful ro his word, true to his friend, 


loving to his enemy, charitable to the poor, | 


kind and merciful, and juſt to all, In brief, 
he mult be ſi edfaſt. um mo ve able, always 4 l | 
| bounding in tt e work of the Lord, as knowing 2 
that ku labour is not in Vain in the Lord. 1% 


Cor. 15. 58. 


And that he may be ſure of. For he who 1 
hath attain'd to ſuch an excellent Temper as 
this is, is certainly a real and true Saint, and 
therefore ſhall as certainly partake of that 
tranſcendent Happineſs, which is here called 
the Inheritance of the Saints in light. It is 
called an Inheritance, or, as the Word ſignifies 
alſo, a Lot, in alluſion to that Type of Heaven, 
the Land of Cuuaan, which was divided among 
all the Children of 1/-ael by Lot, and is all 
along in the Old Tenne their Inheri. 


rance. And ſo certainly is Heaven in a; 
proper and literal Senſe, the Inheritance 
* of 
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o of the Saints. For they being all Rege- 
's nerate and born again of God, are properly 
Il F his Children, and as che Apoſtle rightly argues. 
y If children then heirs ; heirs of God, and joint- 
& 3 heirs with Chriſt Rom. 8. 17. So that all the 
rt Saints or Sons of God, in whatſoever Age or 
r- place they were born again from the beginning 
ce Þ to the end of the World, they are all co-heirs, 
ſt. and ſo have an equal right and title to this In- 
th heritance; not only to ſome part of it, but to 
1g the whole, and all and every one of them 
n- 3 equally poſſeis it all. It is not like an Earthly 
e- luheritance, that is divided among the coheirs, 
d, ſome taking one part of it and ſome another: | 
Ir, But every one that hath any ſhare in this Hea - | 
ef, venly Inheritance, enjoys it all himſelf, as | 
a- much as it he was the ſole Heir, and there was | 
e none elſe to partake of it but himſelf. 
Neither are the Saints Joint-heirs only with A 
done another, bur as the Apoſtle there ſpeaks, = 
ho with Chriſt himtelf. And if fo, their Inheri- i 
as | tance muſt needs be very large, For Chriſt is | 
ind appointed heir of all things, Heb. 1. 2. And 
hat if they be Joint-heirs Wich him, as be {ſure 
led they are, every one of them muſt inherit all 
© is things too as He doth. And ſo be {ure they do. 
fies For God nimlelf aſſerts it, ſaying, He that 
en, 4 overcometh, ſhall inherit all things: And I 
ons! will be his God, and he ſhall be my Son. Rev. ; 
afl 21.7. Where we may obſerve both the vaſt | 
eri. extent of this Inheritance of the Saints, and 
n al likewiſe the reaſon of it. As to its extent, it 
is not confined ro a Pariſh, or County, or 
| King- 


| Kingdom upon Earth, no, not to the whole 
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Earch, nor tothe Moon nor Sun, nor to any 
Star, nor to all the Stars of Heaven, nor to 
the whole Heavens where they are, nor yet 
to the greateſt part of the Creation, but extends 
it ſelf to the whole. For /.) inherit all things; 
all things that are good or amiable, all things 


that are pleaſing or delight ſome, all things that 


are neceſſary or convenient for them. All things 
they can deſire or hope for, all things they can 
love or take comfort in, all things that can any 
way contribute to their Happineſs : As all 


things in the whole World ſhall do one way or 


other. 

For even while they are upon Earth, all 
Things work together for their good, how 
much more when they come to Heaven ? 
Where they ſhall clearly ſee, how all things 
that ever happened to them through the whole 
courle of their Lives, concurred to bring them 
thither: and ſo will be matter of joy and com- 
fort ro them when they are there. By which 
means, they will then take pleaſure, not only 


in all the Devotions, Alms, and good Works, ; 


they ever perform'd, bur likewiſe in all the 
Loſſes, Croſſts, and Diſappointments, Pains, 
Sickneſſes, and Troubles of all ſorts that ever 
befell them. Vea, and in all things that God 
ever made, or did, or ſuffered to be done in 
the World. For all things are theirs, even 
while they are here below, as St. Paul aſſures 
the Saints at Corinth, lay ing, All things are 
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yours: whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, 
or the world, or life, or death, or things pre- 


2 ſent, or things to come, all are yours, 1 Cor. 
3. 21, 22. All things are ſettled upon them at 
their New birth, and when they come to full 
Age, that is, as ſoon as they get to Heaven, 
they will have the actual Poſſeſſion of all things, 
and then muſt needs enjoy whatſoever any 
thing in the World can afford them. And what 
is there in the World, but what affords the 
Saints in Heaven ſomething to delight and pleaſe 
them? The Heaven of Heavens affords them 
2 moſt commodious and pleaſant Manſions. All 
the holy Angels there afford them their moſt 
Z agreeable Company and Converſation. All 
the Devils and Damned in Hell afford them 
matter of Praiſe and Thankfulneſs to God, 
that they are not there. All the .lorious Lights 
in the Firmament, afford them a moſt delicious 
Proſpeck. In ſhort, all the Animals, and 
Plants, and Earths, and Stones, and Metals, 
and Minerals, and whatſoever elſe God ever 
made, either in Heaven or Earth, afford them 
a clear and perfect view of his Divine Perfecti- 
ons, which cannot but affect their Hearts with 
the higheſt Tranſports of Joy and Wonder. 


Thus doth every Saint in Heaven Inherit all 


things. All things are his. And it is no mar- 
vel, for God himſelf is his; as it follows in 
the place before Quoted, He ſhall inherit all 
things; and [ will be his God, aud he ſhall be 
y Son. He ſhall be my Son, that's the reaſon 


he 


4 
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16 A Sermon Preach'd before 
he is an Heir; I will be his God, that's the rea- 
ſon that he inherits all things. For he who hath 
him that hath all things, cannot but have all 


things in him. Yea, infinitely more than all 


things elſe ; all things that God hath made 
being in a manner nothing in compariſon of 
him that made them Who therefore to com- 
plete the Happineſs of his Saints, doth not on- 
ly give them all He hath, but even himſelf too, 
ſaying, I will be their God, or rather, as the 
VVords ſignifie, { will be God to them, By 
virtue of which Promiſe they injoy not only 
whatſoever God hath made or done, but like- 


wiſe whatſoever He 1s, even all thoſe Infinite, 


Eternal, Incomprehenſible Perfections which 
are concentred in Him. | | 


But here I muſt confeſs my ſelf at a loſs, not 
knowing how to conceive, much leſs to ex- 
preſs either how the Saints in Heaven enjoy 
God, or how great anHappineſs that is to them? 
Only in general we know they ſee God Face 
to Face, as not only St. Paul, but likewiſe St. 
John acquaints us, laying, Beloved, now we 
are the Sons of God: And it doth not yet appear 
what we ſhall be. But we know that when he 
ſhall appear, we ſball be like him, for we ſhall ſee | 


him as he is. 1 Cor. 13. 12. 1 Fobn. 3.2, 


From whence it is evident, That they lee | 
God, not only as manifeſting himſelf in his 
Creatures, but as he is in himſelf. VVhich 
bleſſed Sight, muſt needs fill them with the 
higheſt Joys their finite Nature is able to bog 
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To ſee VViſdom, and Power, and Greatneſs, 
and Goodneſs, and Juſtice, and Mercy, and 


Immenſity, and Eternity ; to ſee the Lord of 
Hoſts, the chiefeſt, the only Good; to ſee 


God himſelf, unvailing kimfelf, and ſhining 


forth in all his Glory before them, yea, to ſee 


3 Him ſmiling, as it were, upon them, rejoy- 
cing over them, demeaning himſelf as well-plea- 
2 fed with them !V Vhois able to conceive how 
much their bleſſed Souls are affected, delight- 
ed, tranſported with this bleſſed Sight ? None 
certainly but only they that have it. They 

| know, yea, they feel it to be the greateſt, the 
only perfect Happineſs they can poſſibly enjoy, 
And that all things elſe could never fatisfie their 
7 deſires and fo make them Happy, without this: 
7 VVhereas this would do it without all things 
2 elſe. It being impoſſible for them to deſire 
any thing, but what they have in God, Infi- 
2 nite Goodneſs it ſelf. In whom, by conſequence, 
all their Inclinations meet as in their proper 
Center; and ſo their Minds are always at reſt 
and 22 and their Souls full as they can hold 
of ſolid and ſubſtantial Ioy, which makes them 
break forth continually into Praiſes and Halle- 
lbjahs to Almighty God, and to the Lamb that 
litteth upon the Throne, who purchaſed ſuch 
a Glorious Inheritance as this is for them, and 
7 lettled it upon them for evermore. 


But how can theſe things be? How is it poſ- 


ble for the Saints in Heaven to ſee God? To 
that the Apoſtle Aniwersinmy Text, by cal- 
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ling it the Inheritance of the Saints in light. It 
is true, All Men are born at firſt Spiritually 
blind, and ſo generally live in the Dark, ſee- 


| ing no more of God or any {piritual Object, 


than as if there was no ſuch thing in being, 
But when a Man is born again, his Eyes are 


opened, and he is turned from darkneſs to light, | 


Acts. 26. 18. as well as from the power of 
Satan unto God. And therefore all ſuch are 
cal'ed the Children of light ; and the Children 
of the Day; 1 The 5. $5. becauſe they have 
a marvellous light (as St. Peter calls it) con- 
ſtantly ſhining in them, 1 Pet. 2. 9. whereby 
they diſcover manv glorious things which lie 
perfectly hid to all other Morrals. By this 
Eliſha's Servant, when his Eyes were opened, 
ſaw the Mount ain full of Horſes and Chariots of 
fire, 2 Kings 6. 17. even a whole Legion of 
the Heavenly Hoſt, round about his Maſter. 
By this ©t. Stephen ſaw the Heavens opened, and 


_ Chriſt ſtanding at the right hand of God 3 Acts. 


7.55, 56. yea, by this Moſes ſaw him that us 
inviſible, Heb. 11. 27. God himfelf, And thus 
all that are real Saints, being the Children of 
Light, ſee more or lets of God; at leaſt fo 


much as to make them Love, and Deſire, ang 


Fear, and Truſt on Him above all things in the 
Indeed they cannot ſee his Face and 


him as Moſes did, Exod. 33. 20. in his Back- 
parts, in his VVorks, the Effects and Products 
of his Divine Perfections. And the reaſon why 
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they cannot ſee his Face and live in this World, 
is becauſe they are ſtil] in their imperfect State, 
and therefore cannot poſſibly have a perfect 
ſight of ſo Glorious a Being; or if they had, 


it would ſtrike them Dead, for they could not 


poſſibly bear it; or as Job expreſſeth it, by 
reaſon of his hig hneſs they could not endure, Job 
31.23. ſo as to live under it. But ſeeing God 


2 himſelf faith, that no Man ſhall fee his Face, 
and live; He thereby gives us to underſtand, 
That ſome ſhall ſee his Face when they are 


Dead, and departed out of this Life. 
And ſo queſtionleſs do all the Sain:s that are 


in Heaven. For they live in a City which hath 
no need of the Sun, nor of the Moon to ſhine in 
it: For the glory of God doth lighten it, and the 
Lamb is the light thereof. Rev. 21. 23. Or 
as the Prophet Iſaiah words it, The Lo-d is to 
3 them an everlaſting light. Iſa. 60. 19. 80 
that as the Sun is to us upon Earth, the foun- 


tain of all that Light whereby we ſee any Ob- 


7 ject here below; ſo to the Saints that are 
above in Heaven, God himſelf is pleaſed to 
iſſue forth Light immediately from himlelf, 
Which exceeds the light of the Sun, infinitely 
more than that exceeds the glimmering of a 
3 Gloworm, Neither doth it only ſhine, as the 
dun doth, upon them, but into them, and ſo 
7 enlightens themſelves too, as well as all things 
that are about them. And what is there in 


the World which they cannot {ee by ſuch a 
Glorious, ſuch an Infinite Light as this is? By 
| C 2 _ this 
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this light they ſee not only the ſuperficies, but 
the very ſubſtance and contexture of every | 
creature they have a mind to look upon, as ex- 
actly as if it was perfectly anatomized and laid 
open before them. By this they ſee the ſeveral 
vertues, qualities, and operations of things 
here below, and the great ends and purpoſes 
for which they are deſigned. By this, they 
fee the cauſes of the ebbing and flowing of the 
Sea, and other great Phœnomena of nature, 


which ſo much puzzle Philoſophy, and make 


it but a meer conjecture. By this, they ſee 


the ſecret and wonderful Powers that God hath 


put into all Animals and Vegetables, of propa- 
gating their reſpective Species, ſo that none of 
them ever did, or can ever fail to be in the 
VVorld. By this, they fee both the compoſi- 
tion and the {ſeveral motions of the Sun and all 
the other Planets, as well as fixed Stars, and | 
What influences they have upon terreſtrial bo- | 
dies. By this, they ſee the wile eſtabliſhment | 
of tecond Cauſes, how they depend upon one 
another, and all upon the firſt. The ſight of 
which, and ſuch like things, muſt needs be 
an extraordinary pleaſure to them; by reaſon 
of the moſt admirable Art and Contrivance 
they obſer ve in them; and alſo becauſe their 
ſaculties are by this means employed to the 
proper uſes, for which they were made, and 
to which they therefore tend. For as God 
made all things for the manifeſtation of his 
own glory, he endued Men with Reaſon on 
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purpoſe, that they might behold and admire 
the glory of thoſe Per fections, which he mani- 
feſted in them. And hence ic is, that (all things 
naturally tending to their end) all Men natu- 
rally defirè to know, and many apply their 
minds whoily to find out ſuch things as thoſe 
are. And if they can but gueſs at any of them 
with the leaſt ſhew of reaton, or ſo much as 


probability, they are mightily pleaſed with it. 
But what a pleaſure then muſt ir be, to have 


a full view and proſpect of them, and of that 
infinite Wiſdom, 7ower. and Goodneſs which 
appeareth in them, as the Saints in Heaven 
have, by that light which ſhines upon their In- 
heritance ? 
Moreover, by this Light they look back 
upon their former lives, and fee the ſteady 
Hand of Providence ordering and over-ruling, 
not only the greater occurrences, but even 
the leaſt circumſtances in them; and the Holy 
Spirit of God making ſome uſe or other of 
every one of them, to work them over to him- 


ſelf. By this, they ſee God's infinite Love 
and Goodneis to his Church Militant here on 
Earth, in all the {traits and difficulties he brings 
it into, and how good and neceſſary it is for it, 
that every thing ſhould be juſt as it is. 


By this, they ſee the Holy Angels and all 


their fellow Citizens in the new Hieruſalem, 
and converſe familiarly with them, as we do 
with one another. By this, they ſee their 
ever Bleiſed Saviour, the Eternal Son of God 


in 
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in their Nature exal:ed at the Right Hand of 
the Father, far above all Principality, and 
Power, and Might, and Dominion, and every 
Name that is named in Heaven or Earth. By 
this, they ſee all the Glory which the Father 
hath given him, as he himſelf onc: prayed they 
might. John. 19. 24. Yea, by this, they ſee 
the moſt High God Face to Face, even as we 
fee the Sun by his own light : and that too, as 
clearly, as fully, as perfectly as it is poſſible 
for Creatures to do it. VVhich fo refreſhes, 
enlivens, elevates, and cheers their Spirits, 
thar they are always rejoycing and 1 


praiſing God; admiring, adoring, magnifying 


and giving thanks to his Almighty, All- glori- 


ous, and All. gracious Majeſty, Father Son and 1 


Holy Ghoſt, for His Creating, Redeeming, 


and SanCtifying them fo as to bring them 
through the various changes and chances of this | 
mortal Liſe, to ſuch an Inheritance, incorrup- 
tible, undefiled, and that fadeth not away, | 

eternal in the Heavens, in Glory, in Bliſs, in 


Light it ſelf, 


And now we are got upon the Mount, how In. 
well may we ſay with the Apoſtles, Jt is good | 
for us to be here: Mat. 17. 4. Let us ſet up 
our Tents, and dwell continually upon the Con- 


templation of this glorious Inheritance of the 


Sainis in hight ! But alas! how far as yet are 
we diſtant from it ? how unworthy of it ? how | 
unmeet for it? VVhata deal of VVork have 
vero do before we can pet thither? But _ 1 

led | 
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ſed be God, we are in the ready way, living 
in ſuch a (Church wherein we have all things 
that can be deſired in order to it. Let us not 
then deſpair, but uſe the utmoſt of our care 
and ſtudy to qualifie our ſelves. aright for it, 
and we cannot miſs of it. Ren. 

For which purpoſe therefore let us conſider 
in the next place, how we may be rightly qua- 
lified, or, as the Apoſtle here ſpeaks, made meet 

to be partakers of this Inheritance of the Saints 
fin light? 

» | VVhere we may obſerve by the way, That 
he Apoſtle here ſuppoſeth, or rather takes it 
or granted, that all Men are not meet for it. 
Than which nothing can be more certain, None 
heing meet to partake of the Inheritance of the 
Paints, but only they who are Saints themſelves. 
od himſelf hath excluded all others from it, 
py his eternal and irrevocable Decree, that 
vit hout holineſs no man ſhall ſee the Lord. Heb. 
2. 14. And indeed, none but Saints are {ub- 
g<cts capable of it. For all others being till 
Jn cheir natural and ſinful Eſtate, their Minds 
Fre ſo ſtuffed with vitious and groſs Humours, 
hat they cannot ſee the light; and ſo wholly 
Inclined and bent upon ſenſual Objects, that 
hey can take no pleaſure in the joys of Heaven. 
on. Wut rather being altogether unclean and carnal, 
the hey have an utter averſion, if nor an antipa- 
are by, againſt ſuch pure and ſpiritual Delights, 
10W Fs being directly concrary to their corrupt Na- 
ave Yure. Inſomuch chat Heaven it ſelf would ſeem 
lel- | more 


— 
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more like Hell than Heaven to them. The 
Place would ſeem melancholly, the Company 
irkſome, the V Yerk tedious, the Light trouble- 
{ome, every thing uneaſie and diſagreeable. | 
Ass ſuppoſe it ſhov]d pleaſe Almighty God to | 
rake us all up immediately from this Place into 
the higheſt Heavens, and there ſet us all juſt | 
at our Saviour s Elbow. All ſuch who are real 
Saints among us, who love God above all 
things,how glad would they be to ſee him they 
love? to ſee their Saviour ſhining in all his Glo- 
ry? How ſuddenly would they ftrike up with 
the Choir of Heaven in ſinging forth the praiſes 
of him that brought them thither? VVhat infi- | 
nite pleaſure would they take in the Place, the 
VVork, the Company, and every thing they | 
ſee there? but as for others, who are ſtill in 
their ſins, and mind only Earthly things, how fad 8 
and diſconſolate would they be? they would 
wonder to {ee the Saints ſo pleaſant and joy- 
full; for as for their parts, they can ſee no- 
thing there, which they care for. In the midft | 
of light, they would be ſtill in darkneſs : In 
ſorrow, in the midſt of joys. They cannot 
hear that Heavenly Muſick; or if they did, 
it would ſound harſh, all Diſcord to them. 
They cannot taſt of thoſe ſpiritual Dainties ; | 
or if they did, they could not reliſh, nor find 
any ſweetneſs in them. They cannot ſee the 
Face of God; or if they did, they would not 
be pleaſed, but terrified and confounded at it; 
and with with all their Souls ro be out of * | 
a 


they will be immediately carried. up to Hea- 
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ſad Place again, that they might mind the 


| buſineſs, and enjoy the pleaſures they like 


better. If that be Heaven, they never de- 
ſire to come there any more. And all be- 
cauſe they want that Principle of true grace 
and holineſs, which ſhould make them 
Saints, and fo capacitate them for the en- 
joyment of thoſe holy Pleaſures, without 
which a blind Man may as well delight in 
Pictures, the deaf in Muſick, yea a brute 
beaſt in Metaphyſicks, as they in Heaven or 
in God himſelf. 

By this therefore we may ſee how neceſ⸗- 
fary it is to be holy hefore we can be happy; 
pare in Heart, beſore we can ſee God; real 


ard true Saints, before we can partake of 
their Inheritance in light, And by conſe- 
_ pence, as ever we delire to go to Heaven 
v hen we dye, we mult take care while we 
live, to get our Hearts purged from all cor- 
rupt Affections, our Minds enlightened, and 


our Sonls fanctified throughout, and incli- 


ned wholly unto God, ſo as to prefer him 
at leaſt in ſome degree before all things elſe 3 
that ſo we may go out of this V Vorld, right- 
ly diſpoſed and fitted to behold the light of 
his Countenance, and to ſolace our ſelves in 


it, as the higheſt Object of our Souls deſires. 


And then we may be ſure that our deſires 
hall be fully ſatisfied: For our Souls will 


be no ſooner looſned from our Bodies, but 


ven, 
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ven, and there partake of the Inheritance 
of the Saints in light. And at the laſt Day, 
our Bodies ſhall be united ta our Souls again, 
and then both in Soul and Body, we ſhall 
enjoy all we can deſire for evermore. 

But who is ſufficient for theſe things? 
How can we who were born, and have lived 
ſo long in Sin, ever be made ſo pure and 
holy, as to be meet to live with Saints and 
Angels, with Chriſt and God himſelf in the 
World to come? It is, I confeſs, no eaſie 
matter But howſoever it is poſſible for 
every one here preſent to be ſo. Nay more 
than that, none of ns can fail of it, unleſs 
we be failing to our ſelves in our endeavours 
after it. As we may eaſily percetve, if we 
do but conſider how others have been; and 
ſo how we our ſelves may be ſanctified or 


good earneſt about it. 


Tit. 2. 14. And ſo he is made unto us, Wife 


made Saints, if we do but ſet our ſelves in 


For which End, we may obſerve, That 
this being too great a Work for us to do by 
our own ſtrength, the Eternal Son of God 
himſelf was pleaſed to undertake it for us. 
And for that purpoſe, having taken our Na- 
ture upon him, he gave himſelf for us, as 
to redeem us from all iniquity, ſo to purifie 
to himſelf a peculiar people, Tc alous of good works. | 


dom as well as Righteouſneſs ; Santtification as | 
well as Redemption; 1 Cor. 1. 30. that as 


we are juſtified and redeemed from our fins, | 
| lo |} 
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ſo we may be made wiſe and holy through 
him; who is the Fountain as of ell the good 
things we do or can enjoys ſo likewiſe of 
all the goodneſs and vertue we are or can 
be endued with. Ir all flows from him; 
who therefore tells us, that without him we 
can do nothing. John. 15. 5. But by him, 
there is nothing but we can do. As St. Paul 
found by experience, ſaying, J can do al 
things through Christ which ſtrengtheneth me. 
Phil. 4. 13. 
Hence therefore if we deſire to be made 
holy, we muſt apply our ſelves to Chriſt, 
who although he be now in Heaven as to 
his Humane Nature, yet he is always pre- 


| ſent with us here below, both in his Divine 


Perſon, and allo by his Holy Spirit, and fo 
is ready upon all occaſions to aſſiſt us in our 
endeavours after Piety, and to crown them 
with that ſucceſs, as to make us fincerely 
Pious. For which purple, as he ſanctified 
our humane nature in general by aſſuming it 
into his Divine Perſon ; ſo be ſanctifieth our 
humane Perſons in porticnlar, by making us 
partakers of his Divine Nature : Which he 
doth, by ſending his Holy Spirit, of the 
lame Divine Nature with nimfelf, ints our 


Hearts, which by degrees makes us allo | 


holy and ſpiritual, and ſo in our Capacities, 
like unto himſelf, and partakers of his own 
Nature. -- 

Now the great thing which he requires of 
D 2 Yn 
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us, in order to his doing this great Work 
for us, is, that we believe in him. For he 
himſelf faith, that we are ſanctiſied by faith 
that i in him. Acts. 26. 18 Not by belie- 
ving only his Goſpel in general to be true, 
but by believing particularly in himſelf, fo 
as to have a ſure truſt and confidenceon him, 
to give us ſuch Illuminations and Aſſiſtances 


of his Holy Spirit, whereby we may be tur- | 


ned from darkneſs to light, and from the 
power of Satan unto God, and ſo be made 
ſincerely, as he is infinitely Pure and Holy. 
And indeed, this is the firſt and great thing 


that we ought to believe and truſt in our 
Saviour for: and that which is the founda- | 
tion of all our other Expectations from him. | 


For we have no ground toexpect either Par- 
don, or any other Bleſling at his Hands,un- 


till we repent and be converted. But if we 
firmly believe and depend upon him in the | 
firſt place for Grace to repent and turn to 
God, and ſo to become holy and new Crea- | 
tures, according to the Promiſes that he | 


hath made vs to that purpoſe ; as he will 


then moſt certainly perform ſuch Promiſes | 
to us, ſo all the other Bleſſings that he hath | 
purchaſed for us, will then follow in courſe. | 
For if we be truly ſanctified and made holy, 


then our Sins will be all pardoned, our Per- 


ſons juſtified, our Duties accepted, God re- 
conciled to us, and at length our Souls eter- | 
rally ſaved. But all theſe things depend | 

upon 
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upon our being firſt ſanctified by him, as 
that doth upon our believing in him. 

But Faith, as the Apoſtic ſaith, 2 the Gift 
of God; Epheſ. 3. 8. and therefore if we de- 
„ fire to believe ſo as to be ſanctified, we muſt 
ask and expect it from him, in the uſe of thoſe 
„Means which he hath appointed both for 
5 the begetting and increaſing of it. We muſt 
Read, and Hear, and Meditate upon his Ho- 
e iy Word. We muſt Faſt and Pray, and re- 
e ceive the Sacrament of our Lord's Supper. 
For theſe are the ordinary Means which God 
g BM hath eſtabliſhed in his Church, whereby to 
r make known himſelf unto us, to convince us 
3- WM ofthe truth and certainty of his Promiſes, 
n. and ſo work and confirm in us a true belief 
r- © of them, by the power of the Holy Ghoſt, 
1- © which for that purpoſe doth continually 
ve aſſiſt and influence the adminiſtration and 
he performance of ſuch Duties; which there- 
to fore are not only holy Duties in themſelves, 
a- but the Means too whereby we may become 
he holy. 

11 But for that purpoſe, we muſt perform, 
ſes not only one or more, but all of them, ſo as 
th to go through the whole Courſe that God 
ſe. bath preſcribed for the healing of our ſpiri- 
ly, tual Diſtempers, and for the reſtoring us to 
er- a {ound frame and conſtitution of Mind, 


re- herein, as I have ſhewn, the nature of true 
er- holineſs properly conſiſts. 
nd And that we muſt do too, not only now 


and 
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and then, but threueh the whole courſe of 
our lives, fo as to he conſtantly, as much as | 
po ſſioly we can, empioy<d in ſome or other | 
of cheſe holy Exerciſes ; not in a careleſs and 
ſuperficial manner, but heartily, ſincerely, | 
earieſtly, as for our lives; for our lives, our 
eternal lives in a great meaſure depend upon 
it: For it is by our continual exerciſe of thuſe 
holy Duties and the Grace of God always | 
Accompanying of them, that our Hearts are 
inſenſibly taken off from Sin and the World, 
and raiſed up higher and higher towards 
God and Heaven, till at length our whole 
ſouls being ſanctified by a quick and lively | 
Faith in Chriſt, we are made meet to be parta- | 
kers of the Inheritance of the Saints in light. I 
And what cauſe have they who are ſo, to 
give thanks, as St. Paul Here doth, to God the 
Father for it? For the whole of our Salvati- 
on from ſirſt to Laſt, muſt be aſctibed vato MW, 
him. It is begun, continned, and ended all n 
in him. For it was he, who ſo loved the World, 
that he gave his ontly Begotien Sun, that whoſo- 
ever believeth in him, ſhoa'd not periſh, hut have 
everlaſting life John. 3 16 It was He, whol 
2 not this his dou, hut delivered him up Rom. 
32. to be Temptc-!, to be ſcourged, to ben 
Spit upon to be Arreizned, Condemned, 
Crucified, and all for as and for our Salvati- 
on. It was He, who having raiſed up this hu} 
Son Feſus,ſent him to bleſs us, by turning ever) 
one of us from his iniquities. Acts. 3, 26. 2 
mad. 
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made him who knew no ſin, to he ſin for us, that 


ve might be made the righteouſneſs of God in 


him. 2 Gr. F. 21. It was he, who hath ex- 


alted him with his own right hand, to be both a 
Prince and a Saviour, for to give repentance 
and remiſſion of ſms. Als. 5. 31. It is He, who 


hath paſſed by the greateſt part of Mankind, 
and hath revealed Himſelf and his Son to us, 


the unworthieſt of all his Creatures. It wasHe, 
uvho cauſed us to be born and bred within the 


pale of his Holy Catholick Church, and in 
one of the ſoundeſt and pureſt parts of it 
upon the face of the whole Earth. It is He, 


v bo ſtill continues the means of Grace to 
us, and us to them, and his Bleſſing both to 


nem and us. It is He, who gives us his Holy 


W-pirit, ro mortifie the deeds of the fleſh, and 
Wo quicken us with newnels of life; to raiſe 
up our Minds from the World, and fix them 
upon himſelf;to keep us from evil: and to en- 
Able us to do, or ſuffer any thing we can for 
Whis fake. It is He, who calls upon us continu- 
Ty by the miniſtery of his Word, to Repent 
nd Believe the Goſpel, and gives us grace to 
o it. In a VVord,a It is He, who hath ſent me, 


he unworthieſt of all his Miniſters, at this 
ime to acquaint you in his Name, how ye 


| nay be meet partakers of the Inheritance of the 
Paints in Light; and It is He alone can make 
Pou ſo. 


and therefore all who are ſo made, may 


ell join with the Choir of Heaven, in thoſe 


Seraphick 


32 A Sermon Preachd No. 
Seraph ick anthemz M find them ſinging in 
the Revelations, Salvatzon to our God which ſit- 
teth upon the throne, and to the Lamb. Amen; 
Bleſſing, and glory, and il; dom, and thanbegiving, 
and honour, and power, and mig lit, be unto our God 
for ever and ever. Amen. Kevel. 7. 10, 12. 
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The End, 
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